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French Film Star and Chanteuse Makes Her Ohio Debut at the 
Cleveland Museum of Art on Nov. 12 


“Incredible passion...’’ — Le Monde 


CLEVELAND (Oct. 25, 2004) — French film star and chanteuse Jane Birkin will make her Ohio debut at the 
Cleveland Museum of Art’s (CMA) Gartner Auditorium on Friday, Nov. 12, 2004, at 7:30 p.m. This 
performance is part of the museum’s popular VIVA! Festival of Performing Arrts series. 

Admission for the performance is $31 and $28; $28 and $26 for CMA members. Tickets are available by 
calling 216-421-7350 or 1-888-CMA-0033 or online at www.ClevelandArt.org. 

With her trademark breathy vocal style, the British-born Birkin recorded her latest album, Arabesque as a 
tribute to her late husband, Serge Gainsbourg who passed away in 1991. In this collection of Gainsbourg’s 
romantic, world-weary satires, Birkin weaves the sensuous vocals with sultry Middle Eastern instrumentation. 

Born in London, Birkin spent a tame childhood in the countryside and in boarding school classes. 
However, upon the arrival of the 1960s, Birkin embraced the excitement of London, and following in her mother’s 
footsteps, she started auditioning. At 17, she made her acting debut at the Haymarket Theater portraying a young 
deaf-mute. Soon after, at the behest of composer and future husband John Barry (author of the James Bond 007 
theme whom she married at 19), Birkin made her singing debut in a musical at the Prince of Wales Theater. 

Her rise to fame was accelerated by the attention she received in Michaelangelo Antoniont’s racy cult 
classic, “Blow Up” in which she appeared in a controversial nude scene. The film went on to win the Palme d’Or 
Award at the Cannes international film festival. 

In the late 1960s after the failure of a young marriage and the birth of her daughter, Birkin moved to 
France where she was recruited by filmmaker Pierre Grimblat to star in the movie “Slogan.” While filming, Birkin 
met Gainsbourg and immediately became enamored with the popular singer and musician. Their romance 
blossomed and they became a fashionable couple on the Paris scene. 

She soon earned a large following in France because of her music collaborations with Gainsbourg, even 
making headlines with their artfully disturbing song, “Je taime moi non plus” in which Birkin’s suggestive sighs 
both offended and delighted audiences throughout the world. 

A fragile and thin voice, Gainsbourg adapted his songwriting to accompany her timbre. He soon composed 


especially for her and shaped her according to his desires. The couple became popular, adulated by the public and 
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the media. In 1971, they welcomed the birth of their daughter, Charlotte who is now an actress. The couple 
remained together until his passing in 1991. 

In addition to the performance, the Museum’s Panorama: Moving Pictures @ the Art Museum series will 
screen two films by director Jacques Rivette and featuring Jane Birkin. “La Belle Noiseuse” on Saturday, Nov. 6 at 
12:30 p.m. and “Divertimento” on Wednesday, Nov. 17 at 6:45 p.m. Tickets for each film are $7; $5 for CMA 
members, students and seniors 65 and over. 

The next performance in VIVA! Festival of Performing Arts will be Mayte Martin + Belén Maya 
Flamenco Company on Friday, Feb. 4, 2004, at 7:30 p.m. in the Museum’s Gartner Auditorium. The 
sensuous and powerful combination of Maya’s choreography and Martin’s voice create an intimate and passionate 
universe that leaves audiences breathless. Ohio debut. Tickets are available by calling 1-888-CMA-0033 or online 
at www.ClevelandArt.org. 

The Museum receives operating support from the Ohio Arts Council and the Institute for Museum and 
Library Services. Promotional support for VIVA! is provided by Northern Ohio Live and WKSU 89.7 FM. 

VIVA! is supported in part by an award from the National Endowment for the Arts, which believes that a 
great nation deserves great art. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive Museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The Museum is a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the Museum, its 


holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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